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“It made me so mad . ..”
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Clty Fathers Irate
Over Rand Report

B FROM PAGE ONE

contention that its authors reflected, in
their recommendations, a bias in favor
of low-density suburban development.
Democratic Alderman John G. Roach of
the West End’s Twenty-Eighth Ward ac-
cused the Rand staff of displaying
‘““crabgrass mentality”” at a time when
many younger persons are leaving sub-
urban communities and moving into the
central city.

“The study also displays a kind of eco-
nomic Calvinism,” Roach charged.
“We're being condemned to damnation
by some ineluctable force. I think that's
kind of silly.”

Within the framework of these three
basic kinds of rebuttal, the city’s defend-
ers rejected many of the Rand conclu-
sions. One such conclusion was that the
traditionai inner city, as the center of a
metropolitan area’s major business activ-
ity, is “‘technologically obsolete.”

Nixon’s New Team
Courting Respectability

i FROM PAGE ONE

al in office than with restoring confi-
dence.

There is a general impressior b8
power-% more widely shared and more
diffuse in the new White House opera-
tion. Since May, when Mr. Nixon abol-
ished the so-called ‘‘super-Cabinet”” ar-
rangement, the power of individual Cabi-
net members in their own bailiwicks ap-
pears to have grown.

No longer must they report to the
President through three super Cabinet
members — Secretary of Agriculture
Earl L. Butz, Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare Casper W. Weinber-
ger and Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development James T. Lynn.

In this changed environment, contro-
versy and public disagreements have
been allowed to take place to a greater
extent than in the Haldeman era, al-
though the Nixon Administration still
cannot be described as a collection of
talkative individualists,

NEVERTHELESS, Butz and Director
John T. Dunlop of the Cost of Living
Council have argued publicly over con-
trols on agricultural exports. Lynn and
Weinberger have differed over cash sub-
sidies to the poor for housing. And ad-
ministrator-Russell E. Train-of-the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency has clashed
with White House energy adviser John
A. Love over relaxing air pollution con-
trol standards -in the face of the fuel
shortage.

Laird and Secretary Shultz engaged in
a well-publicized spat over tax policy.

‘When Laird raised the possibility of in-
creasing taxes to curb inflation and low-
ering them to avert recessions, Shultz
fired back that the presidential assistant
showd “&eep his cotton-picking hands off
economic policy.”

Discussing the change in the role of
the White House staff, Haig says the
idea now is that the staff serves as “a
communicating link - between the Presi-
dent and the Cabinet, not as the impri-
maturs of policy.”

Ash puts it this way: “There are a
greater number of people directly serv-
ing the President. There are more peo-
ple than before with direct access to
him. More papers are interacting with
each other.”

UNDER ASH, the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget has compiled a list of

almost 300 proposed governmental pro-
grams and goals that will form the sub-
stance of Mr. Nixon’s remaining three
years in office. With Ash’s office doing
the prodding and co-ordinating, the pro-
grams were put together by the 11 Cabi-
net departments and 10 other federal
agencies,

The budget office’s role as a sort of
central desk compiling the material with
which Mr. Nixon hopes to rebuild his
presidency gives Ash greatpotential
power, especially in domestic pplicy.
However, there are differing opinions
among the White House staff whether he
or Laird is emerging as.the dom?stm
czar, succeeding Ehrlichman. “o

MONDAY: How the new Nixon team

operates.

“THAT’S BALONEY,” said Edward A.
Ruesing, executive director of Downtown
St. Louis Inc,

“St. Louis has a strong central busi-
ness district and will continue to have a
strong central business district. That’s
not to say that downtown will dominate
the whole area the way it did 50 years
ago, but simply that it will always be an
important part of the community.”

Ruesing challenged also the report’s
emphasis on the fact that much housing
within the city Kmits is-old and there-
fore likely to be abandoned.

“If old housing is so decisive,” he
asked, “why are people staying in
Boston?”’

“Or Munich?”’ Roach chimed in. “Cr
London?”

“ROACH WAS AMONG several St.
Louisans who criticized the Ralnd staff
for talking more with academics than

. with local leaders and developers In re-

searching the St. Louis situation, suj-
gesting that some professors share the

Rand Corp.’s alleged bias toward subur-
banization.

But Norton Long, director of the Cen-
ter of Community and Metropolitan Stud-
ies at the University of Missouri at St.
Louis, also was critical of the Rand find-
ings.

“The report is astoundmg, Long said.
“They apparently want to use massive
federal spending to turn the city mto a

- Soad-olevast tndian reservatiu’

“‘Apparently they don't have any coa-
cept of the city's economy. They ougat
to get nailed for the irresponsibility of
this piece of work. This report seems a
pretty sad commentary on Rand’s._ability
to do effective research.”

Attacks on the report came from high-
ly varied perspectives. Alderman Roach
said the Rand researchers followed the
lead of President Richard M. Nixon’s
Administration in studyin g problems
without doing anything to correct them.

CONVERSELY, the Commerce and
Growth Association’s Morley, who was
an assistant secretary
States Department of Housing and Urban
Development until early this year, ac-
cused the Rand Corp. of ignoring the \Ad-
ministration’s efforts to find new solu-
tions to city problems.

“The only innovation proposed by the
study is that the city should get more
money through revenue sharing,” Morley
said. ‘I frankly don't find that very in-
novative,

A note of anger ran through virtually
all local responses to the study.

“It's a blow well below the beli,” said
Shepley of Downtown St. Louis Inc.
“I've never seen a time when more en-
couraging things were happening in the
city of St. Louis. When things are begin-
ning to move, something like this report
gets under my skin to the point where 1
want to go to Washington and burn the
thing.”
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